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I. Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore foreign language learning methods and to propose
effective teaching strategies that can facilitate Korean language acquisition for Uzbek speakers.
Based on theories of second language acquisition and studies on learner variables, this research
analyzes factors influencing foreign language learning and, on this basis, presents effective
learning strategies.

Korean, as an agglutinative language, is characterized by its grammatical structure, honorifics,
and phonological system, which often pose challenges for foreign learners. Although Uzbek, like
Korean, is an agglutinative language with considerable grammatical similarities, Uzbek learners
encounter significant difficulties in acquiring Korean due to differences in pronunciation,
intonation, honorific usage, and socio-cultural contexts.

Therefore, this study proposes various strategies that can enhance the learning continuity and
communicative competence of Uzbek learners. In addition, it suggests practical classroom
activities as well as methods of assessment and feedback, thereby increasing applicability in real
educational settings. Ultimately, the findings of this research may serve as foundational
resources for the development of future Korean language education models.

This study aims to explore foreign language learning methods in order to identify strategies that
help Uzbek speakers effectively acquire Korean, and to propose effective teaching methods to
support this process. Based on second language acquisition theory and research on learner
variables, the study analyzes the factors influencing foreign language learning and presents
effective learning strategies accordingly. Although Korean, with its agglutinative grammatical
structure, honorific system, and phonological system, differs markedly from many other
languages—posing challenges for foreign learners—Uzbek shares the agglutinative structure
with Korean, offering high grammatical similarity. Nevertheless, Uzbek learners experience
significant difficulties in pronunciation, intonation, honorific usage, and sociocultural contexts.
By proposing various strategies, this study seeks to enhance Uzbek learners’ learning persistence
and their actual communicative competence, while also presenting practical classroom activities
and assessment/feedback methods to increase applicability in real teaching contexts. Furthermore,
the findings can serve as foundational data for developing future Korean language education
models.

I1. Introduction

With globalization and the advancement of digital technologies, foreign language proficiency

has become an essential factor in employment, education, and social interaction. However, many

learners still complain that “even after studying a foreign language for a long time, it is difficult
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to use it in real situations.” This difficulty arises because traditional teaching methods are often
disconnected from real-life language use. While grammar-translation methods dominated in the
past, language pedagogy has recently shifted toward communicative and learner-centered
strategies.

The number of Korean language learners has steadily increased due to the Korean Wave
(Hallyu), yet many still struggle to improve their actual communicative competence. Korean
poses specific challenges: phonologically, it includes tense and aspirated consonants, vowel
length distinctions, and vowel harmony; grammatically, it features complex verb endings and an
elaborate honorific system. Furthermore, language use varies according to social context, making
it difficult to master Korean through translation-based learning alone. Hence, customized
learning and teaching methods are essential.

Uzbek, as an Altaic and agglutinative language, expresses grammatical relations through
particles and suffixes, much like Korean. While this grammatical similarity provides an
advantage, Uzbek learners still face significant difficulties in areas such as pronunciation,
intonation, honorific usage, and socio-cultural contexts. Analyzing these similarities and
differences can help design more effective learning strategies for Uzbek learners.

This study is based on the premise that Korean language education should reflect learners’
linguistic and cultural diversity, addressing pronunciation, grammar, culture, communication,
and the use of digital tools in an integrated way. In particular, it aims to propose concrete
teaching methods and classroom activities that can be utilized by teachers, textbook developers,
and policymakers, thereby increasing applicability in real educational settings.

The following research questions are posed:

. How do learner-centered and digital-based learning methods influence foreign language
learning outcomes?

. What are the main linguistic and cultural difficulties faced by foreign learners in
acquiring Korean?

. What effective teaching and learning strategies can be developed that reflect the unique
characteristics of Korean?

I11. Main Body

1. Effective Foreign Language Learning Methods

1-1. Theoretical Background

. 1-1-1. Second Language Acquisition (SLA) Theories

) Krashen’s Input Hypothesis emphasizes that language acquisition occurs when
learners are sufficiently exposed to comprehensible input.

) Swain’s Output Hypothesis stresses that learners deepen their understanding and
internalize language structures through actual production (output).

) Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Approach highlights the role of interaction and social

context in learning, suggesting that collaboration and communication among learners are
essential for language acquisition.

. 1-1-2. Learner Variables

Affective factors such as motivation, anxiety, and self-efficacy significantly influence learning
achievement. For instance, learners with strong intrinsic motivation and lower levels of anxiety
tend to be more active in language use. Learning styles (visual, auditory, kinesthetic) and
metacognitive strategies also affect learning outcomes. Learners must identify their own learning
styles and adjust strategies accordingly.

1-2. Core Learning Strategies

. 1-2-1. Goal Setting and Self-Directed Learning

Setting goals based on the SMART principle (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant,
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Time-bound) helps learners track progress and maintain motivation. For example, a goal such as
“acquire 1,000 new words in three months™ provides a clear plan and facilitates self-monitoring.
Keeping a learning journal and conducting regular self-assessments also provide valuable
feedback.

. 1-2-2. Repetition and Spaced Learning

To transfer vocabulary and grammar from short-term to long-term memory, repeated learning at
regular intervals is essential. Flashcards and mobile apps such as Quizlet or Anki allow learners
to conveniently review vocabulary and grammar. Moreover, gradually increasing the review
intervals maximizes retention.

. 1-2-3. Varied Input and Qutput

(continues...)

I1. Introduction

With globalization and the advancement of digital technology, foreign language proficiency has
become an essential element in employment, academic success, and social interaction. However,
many learners still complain that “despite studying a foreign language for a long time, it is
difficult to use it in real situations.” This problem stems from the fact that traditional teaching
methods are often disconnected from actual language use. Whereas grammar-translation methods
once dominated language education, recent trends emphasize communicative and learner-
centered approaches.

The number of Korean language learners has been steadily increasing worldwide due to the
influence of the Korean Wave (Hallyu). Yet, many learners continue to face difficulties in
improving their actual communicative competence. The Korean language poses unique
challenges: phonologically, it includes complex features such as tense and aspirated consonants,
vowel harmony, and length contrasts; grammatically, it has intricate verb endings and an
elaborate system of honorifics. Furthermore, language use varies according to social context,
making it difficult to master Korean through simple translation-based learning alone. Thus,
customized learning methods and teaching strategies tailored to the needs of Korean language
learners are essential.

Uzbek, as an Altaic language, shares an agglutinative structure with Korean, using case markers
and verb endings to express grammatical relations. While this similarity provides some
advantages for Uzbek learners of Korean, significant differences remain in areas such as
vocabulary, phonology, honorifics, and socio-cultural context, which create obstacles to effective
language acquisition. By analyzing these similarities and differences, it is possible to design
more effective learning strategies for Uzbek learners.

This study argues that Korean language education must reflect learners’ linguistic and cultural
diversity while integrating pronunciation, grammar, culture, communication, and digital tools.
By proposing concrete teaching methods and classroom activity examples, this research aims to
provide practical applications for teachers, textbook developers, and policymakers, while also
serving as foundational material for future Korean language education models.

Key research questions include:

. How do learner-centered, digital-based methods influence foreign language learning
outcomes?

. What major linguistic and cultural challenges do foreign learners face in acquiring
Korean?

. What effective teaching and learning strategies can address the unique characteristics of
Korean?

II1. Main Body

613

COMPANY: GERMAN INTERNATIONAL JOURNALS

https://ijmri.de/index.php/jmsi




JOURNAL OF
MULTIDISCIPLINARY

ISSN NUMBER: 2751-4390

SCIENCES AND INNOVATIONS IMPACT FACTOR: 9,08

1. Effective Foreign Language Learning Methods

1-1. Theoretical Background

1-1-1. Second Language Acquisition (SLA) Theories:

Krashen’s Input Hypothesis emphasizes that acquisition occurs when learners are exposed to
comprehensible input. Swain’s Output Hypothesis highlights that learners deepen understanding
and internalize structures through actual language production. Vygotsky’s sociocultural approach
views learning as occurring through interaction and social context, suggesting that collaboration
and communication are essential to language acquisition.

1-1-2. Learner Variables:

Affective factors such as motivation, anxiety, and self-efficacy strongly influence achievement.
Learners with high intrinsic motivation and low anxiety are generally more active in language
use. Furthermore, learning styles (visual, auditory, kinesthetic) and metacognitive strategies
affect outcomes, requiring learners to identify their strengths and adapt strategies accordingly.
1-2. Core Learning Strategies

1-2-1. Goal Setting and Self-Directed Learning:

Applying the SMART principle (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, Time-bound)
enables learners to track progress and maintain motivation. For example, setting a concrete goal
such as “learning 1,000 vocabulary items in three months” helps learners plan effectively and
conduct self-checks. Keeping learning journals and conducting periodic self-assessment provide
valuable feedback.

1-2-2. Repetition and Spaced Learning:

For vocabulary and grammar to move from short-term to long-term memory, spaced repetition is
essential. Flashcards and mobile apps such as Quizlet or Anki help learners review efficiently,
with extended review intervals maximizing retention.

1-2-3. Input and Output Variety:

Learners should be exposed to diverse input such as native-speaker audio, videos, news, and
novels. At the same time, they must engage in speaking and writing activities to produce
language actively, thereby internalizing its structure. Activities such as language exchange
meetings, online video discussions, and writing on social media provide authentic output
opportunities.

1-2-4. Communicative Activities:

Collaborative learning, role plays, discussions, and project-based learning create real-life
communication contexts, allowing the classroom to function as a “real-life communication
environment” rather than a “laboratory.”

1-3. Metacognitive Strategies

Metacognitive strategies involve planning, monitoring, and evaluating one’s own learning.
Learners set goals and methods before study, check for errors during study, and assess
achievement afterward. This self-monitoring helps identify strengths and weaknesses and select
appropriate strategies. Error analysis and openness to feedback are also crucial to developing
language proficiency.

1-4. Digital and Online Learning Tools

Modern learners can easily access resources via mobile and online platforms. Al tutors and
chatbots provide real-time corrections in pronunciation and grammar. Online courses (K-MOOC,
Coursera, Duolingo) offer structured learning opportunities. Mobile learning (m-learning)
reduces time and place constraints, enhancing continuity. Social media groups and online
communities allow learners to share experiences and exchange feedback with peers.

1-5. Cultural and Affective Elements

Since language meaning is embedded in cultural context, cultural learning is an essential part of
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language acquisition. Learners must not only study vocabulary meanings but also the situations,
customs, and values in which expressions are used. Positive feedback and anxiety-reduction
strategies help maintain motivation. Cultural understanding and emotional support provide
learners with confidence in language use.

2. Effective Methods for Foreign Learners of Korean

2-1. Linguistic and Cultural Characteristics of Foreign Learners

Korean is an agglutinative language where grammatical relations are expressed through case
markers and verb endings. This is familiar to learners from other agglutinative languages
(Japanese, Turkish, Uzbek), but less so for learners from English or European language
backgrounds. Korean honorifics and speech levels must also be understood within their cultural
context.

Phonologically, Korean presents challenges such as tense/aspirated consonants, vowel harmony,
diphthongs, and syllable-final consonant rules. Without systematic training in phonological
changes, learners struggle to acquire accurate pronunciation.

2-2. Pronunciation and Intonation Training

Pronunciation and intonation represent major challenges. Learners who fail to acquire accurate
pronunciation often face communication breakdowns and reduced motivation. Effective
strategies include:

. Visual-auditory materials: diagrams of speech organs, spectrograms, and mouth-shape
videos.

. Speech recognition feedback: Al pronunciation apps that provide immediate evaluation.

. Shadowing: repeating immediately after native speech to absorb rhythm, intonation, and
speed.

. Reading, memorization, and role play: practicing scripted dialogues through reading
aloud, reciting, and dramatization, as in Seoul National University’s “Speaking” role-play
activities.

2-3. Grammar and Vocabulary Learning Strategies

Korean grammar includes tense, aspect, honorifics, speech levels, and case markers. Effective
strategies include:

. Contrastive linguistics: comparing learners’ L1 with Korean to predict and correct errors.
For example, Uzbek learners benefit from structural similarities, while English learners need
focused practice on word order and case markers.

. Contextualized vocabulary learning: studying words within dialogues and cultural

contexts (e.g., “Bf ™ AU 0] 2 2’ meaning not only “Did you eat?” but also functioning as a

greeting).

. Frequency-based learning: prioritizing high-frequency words and grammar to quickly
boost communicative ability.

2-4. Self-Directed Learning and Digital Tools

Self-directed learning involves learners planning, monitoring, and evaluating their study. Digital
tools include:

. Mobile apps: Quizlet, Anki for spaced repetition of vocabulary and grammar.

. Online courses: King Sejong Institute Online, K-MOOC, YouTube lessons.

. SNS and exchange platforms: practicing real communication with native speakers.
. Al tutors and chatbots: providing instant feedback on pronunciation and grammar.

2-5. Culturally Integrated Teaching Methods

Language learning without cultural integration is limited. Methods include:

. Using cultural content: K-dramas, films, music, news, and social media to expose
learners to authentic language and culture.
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. Project-based learning: exploring themes like Korean holidays, customs, or social issues
through research, presentations, and discussions.
. Experiential programs: participating in cultural events, field trips, and conversation

groups with Koreans.

2-6. Communicative Learning Activities

Moving beyond grammar-translation methods, communicative approaches emphasize
collaboration, role play, discussions, and task-based learning. These activities help learners gain
confidence and improve speaking and writing in real-life contexts.

3. Methods of Korean Language Acquisition among Uzbek Learners
3-1. Linguistic and Cultural Characteristics of Uzbek Learners
3-1-1. Commonalities

. Agglutinative structure: As both languages use case particles and verb endings to
indicate grammatical relations, the grammatical learning burden is relatively lighter.
. Word order: Both share the subject—object—verb (SOV) order, which makes

understanding sentence structure easier.

3-1-2. Differences

. Pronunciation: Features such as tense consonants, aspirated consonants, final consonant
sounds, diphthongs, and vowel length distinctions exist in Korean but not in Uzbek.

. Honorifics: Since Uzbek lacks a system comparable to Korean honorifics, learners must
study these separately along with cultural understanding.

. Sociocultural context: Because Korean language use varies greatly by age, social status,
and relationships, learners must acquire sociocultural knowledge alongside the language.

3-2. Pronunciation and Intonation Training

3-2-1. Typical Pronunciation Errors

. Confusion between tense consonants (11, EC, HH) and plain consonants (71, &, H)

. Confusion between aspirated sounds (3, E, IT, X) and plain sounds

. Weakening or omission of final consonants

. Monotone intonation and rhythm

3-2-2. Effective Pronunciation Teaching Strategies

. Visual and auditory aids: Present lip shapes, articulation positions, and sound
waveforms so learners can understand pronunciation visually.

. Al speech recognition and feedback apps: Allow learners to record their speech,
compare it with native models, and correct errors.

. Shadowing and role-play: Learners listen to native speech and immediately repeat it to
acquire intonation, speed, and rhythm.

. Reading and reciting cultural texts: Reciting drama lines or poetry to internalize

natural pronunciation.

3-3. Grammar Learning Focused on Particles and Verb Endings

3-3-1. Particle Learning

Since Uzbek has elements similar to particles, Korean particles (=/+=, O|/7}, 2/, Ofl/0| M,
etc.) should be taught contrastively.

3-3-2. Verb Endings and Honorifics

. Gradual learning of sentence-final endings, connective endings, tense—aspect, and
honorific systems.
. Explicit teaching of honorific forms absent in Uzbek (e.g., —(2)Al—, —THIA, -, -E &
L|C}) in real-life contexts.
. Conversation and role-play activities to train natural use of verb endings.
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3-4. Culturally Integrated Teaching Methods

3-4-1. Necessity of Cultural Learning

Korean language use varies depending on social relationships and contexts, making cultural
understanding essential for appropriate communication.

3-4-2. Practical Approaches

. Cultural content: Use K-dramas, films, news, and social media to learn language and
culture simultaneously.

. Project-based learning: Conduct research, presentations, and discussions on Korean
holidays, etiquette, and social issues.

. Experiential programs: Engage in conversation meetups and cultural events with
Koreans to practice in real contexts.

3-5. Self-directed and Digital Learning Tools

3-6. Communication-centered Activities

Move away from traditional grammar—translation classes by strengthening cooperative learning,
role-play, discussions, and project-based activities. These foster confidence and improve
speaking and writing skills in authentic contexts.

4. Pedagogical Proposals for Effective Korean Language Acquisition

4-1. Learner-based Curriculum Design

4-1-1. Analysis of Linguistic Background

Evaluate how a learner’s mother tongue or L1 affects Korean learning. For example, learners
from agglutinative language backgrounds (e.g., Mongolian, Uzbek) have an advantage with
particles and verb endings, while Indo-European learners need more support in word order and
particle concepts.

4-1-2. Level-specific Goals

. Beginner: Pronunciation, basic particles, vocabulary, simple sentence patterns
. Intermediate: Complex sentences, honorifics, communication strategies
. Advanced: Specialized vocabulary, discourse ability, cultural and social contexts

4-2. Pronunciation and Intonation Teaching
4-2-1. Use of Visual and Auditory Resources

. Articulation models, videos, waveform graphs, lip-shape images for visual understanding
. Al pronunciation correction apps for real-time feedback

4-2-2. Example Activities

. Shadowing: Simultaneous repetition after native speech

. Role-play: Practice intonation and rhythm through dialogues and skits

. Reading/recitation: Poems, proverbs, and short news articles for improved

pronunciation and intonation

4-3. Grammar and Vocabulary Instruction

4-3-1. Grammar—communication Integration

Teach grammar and vocabulary in context rather than in isolation.

Example: After teaching “~(2)21 11 SIC},” practice scheduling activities with friends.
4-3-2. Contrastive Analysis

Highlight similarities and differences between the learner’s L1 and Korean.

Example: Compare Korean particle =/= with the English object case; compare verb endings
with Uzbek verb conjugation.

4-3-3. Task-based Learning

Apply grammar and vocabulary through real-life tasks:

. Creating a school event poster

. Explaining a Korean restaurant menu
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. Guiding a tourist route

4-4. Culturally Integrated Teaching

4-4-1. Teaching Language and Culture Together

Honorifics, speech levels, and idiomatic expressions are deeply tied to Korean values; therefore,
explanations and real-life examples are necessary.

4-4-2. Example Activities

. Analyzing honorific usage in dramas, films, or news
. Presentations/discussions on Korean holidays, etiquette, and food culture
. Field experiences and exchanges with native speakers

4-5. Communication-centered Activities

4-5-1. Cooperative Learning and Role-play

Students take roles in real-life situations (bank, hospital, restaurant, school).
Example: “Registering at a hospital,” “Ordering in a restaurant.”

4-5-2. Simulation Classes

. Recreating contexts like public institutions, schools, and companies to build practical
competence

. Using a cycle of speaking—feedback—correction

4-5-3. Example Activities

. Interview activities: Ask and answer, then write reports

. Problem-solving discussions: e.g., helping a lost tourist

4-6. Self-directed Learning and Digital Tools

4-7. Improved Assessment and Feedback

4-7-1. Formative Assessment (Process-based Evaluation)

Increase the weight of activity, task, and project evaluations; provide feedback during the
learning process.

4-7-2. Self- and Peer Evaluation

Learners assess and give feedback on each other’s pronunciation, grammar use, and
communication strategies.

4-7-3. Evaluation of Cultural and Communicative Competence

Assess not only grammar and vocabulary knowledge but also actual performance in
conversations, presentations, and tasks.

V. Conclusion

This study summarized key strategies for Uzbek learners to acquire Korean more effectively and
proposed teaching methods.

1. Leverage agglutinative similarities to strengthen grammar learning focused on particles
and verb endings.
2. Overcome challenges in tense consonants, aspirated consonants, final sounds, and rhythm
through pronunciation and intonation training.
3. Ensure appropriateness of language use through honorifics and culturally integrated
learning.
4. Enhance sustainability and efficiency of learning through self-directed learning and
digital tools.
5. Strengthen practical competence through communication-centered activities and
experiential programs.
6. Teach language form, meaning, and context simultaneously through
pronunciation/intonation instruction, grammar/vocabulary teaching, and cultural integration.
7. Improve learner engagement and persistence through communication-centered activities
and digital tools.
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8. Reform assessment to measure and provide feedback on both actual performance ability
and cultural understanding.

Future research should develop more specialized teaching methods based on learners’ nationality,
age, and learning objectives. Moreover, Al-based personalized learning platforms can improve
the quality and efficiency of Korean language education.

References:
1. I Krashen, S. (1985). The Input Hypothesis: Issues and Implications. London: Longman.

2. I Swain, M. (1985). “Communicative competence: Some roles of comprehensible input
and comprehensible output in its development.” Input in Second Language Acquisition.

3. I Vygotsky, L. S. (1978). Mind in Society: The Development of Higher Psychological
Processes. Harvard University Press.

4. I Nation, 1. S. P. (2013). Learning Vocabulary in Another Language. Cambridge
University Press.

5. I Ellis, R. (2008). The Study of Second Language Acquisition. Oxford University Press.

6. | URIY-01HB|(2022). “SEHAQ SEXES TSRO WS WK ok AT

7 d85)(2019). “2%t S o= 0 B2 Zutof 2ot A~ Q10{et Z3}
8. | MBELHTH2023). “M|A ot=0] SHEA A~

619

COMPANY: GERMAN INTERNATIONAL JOURNALS

https://ijmri.de/index.php/jmsi




	Ⅰ. Abstract
	Ⅱ. Introduction
	Ⅲ. Main Body
	1. Effective Foreign Language Learning Methods

	Ⅱ. Introduction
	Ⅲ. Main Body
	1. Effective Foreign Language Learning Methods
	2. Effective Methods for Foreign Learners of Korea

	3. Methods of Korean Language Acquisition among Uz
	3-1. Linguistic and Cultural Characteristics of Uz
	3-2. Pronunciation and Intonation Training
	3-3. Grammar Learning Focused on Particles and Ver
	3-4. Culturally Integrated Teaching Methods
	3-5. Self-directed and Digital Learning Tools
	3-6. Communication-centered Activities

	4. Pedagogical Proposals for Effective Korean Lang
	4-1. Learner-based Curriculum Design
	4-2. Pronunciation and Intonation Teaching
	4-3. Grammar and Vocabulary Instruction
	4-4. Culturally Integrated Teaching
	4-5. Communication-centered Activities
	4-6. Self-directed Learning and Digital Tools
	4-7. Improved Assessment and Feedback

	Ⅴ. Conclusion

