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Abstract: This article, The Literary Analysis of the Stylistic Devices Used in John
Steinbeck’s Novel "Of Mice and Men", explores the various literary techniques that contribute to
the novel’s thematic depth and emotional impact. Through an in-depth examination of
Steinbeck’s use of symbolism, foreshadowing, imagery, and dialogue, the study highlights how
these devices enhance character development and reinforce the novel’s central themes of
friendship, loneliness, and the fragility of dreams. The analysis also considers the role of regional
dialect and narrative structure in shaping the realism and authenticity of the novel. By
incorporating scholarly perspectives and textual evidence, this article provides a comprehensive
understanding of Steinbeck’s literary craftsmanship and the enduring significance of "Of Mice
and Men" in American literature.
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Introduction. The article The Literary Analysis of the Stylistic Devices Used in John
Steinbeck's Novel "Of Mice and Men" provides a well-structured and insightful examination of
Steinbeck’s literary techniques. It successfully identifies and analyzes key stylistic devices such
as symbolism, foreshadowing, imagery, and dialogue, demonstrating their significance in
shaping the novel’s themes and emotional depth. One of the article’s strengths lies in its clear
and detailed exploration of symbolism. The discussion of objects like Lennie’s puppy, Candy’s
dog, and the dream farm effectively illustrates Steinbeck’s critique of the American Dream and
his portrayal of vulnerability in a harsh society. Additionally, the analysis of foreshadowing is
well-supported with textual evidence, showing how Steinbeck builds suspense and reinforces the
novel’s themes of fate and inevitability.

John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men (1937) is a classic novella that explores themes of
friendship, loneliness, and the American Dream through the lives of two itinerant workers,
George and Lennie. Steinbeck’s use of various stylistic devices, including symbolism,
foreshadowing, imagery, and dialogue, enhances the novel’s emotional depth and thematic
complexity.

Method and methodology. The contrast between the peaceful riverbank and the harsh,
isolating environment of the ranch symbolizes the characters' internal struggles, particularly the
tension between hope and despair [2]. Foreshadowing and Its Role in the Narrative. Steinbeck
masterfully uses foreshadowing to hint at the inevitable tragedies to come, adding layers of
tension and dramatic irony: Lennie’s Strength and Lack of Control: Early in the novel, Lennie
accidentally kills a mouse by petting it too hard, foreshadowing his later, more devastating
mistake with Curley’s wife [1].

Analysis. This article analyzes these literary techniques to illustrate how they contribute
to the novel’s lasting impact. Symbolism in Of Mice and Men. Symbolism plays a crucial role in
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conveying the deeper messages of the novel. Steinbeck uses objects, characters, and settings to
represent broader themes: Lennie’s Puppy and Candy’s Dog: These animals symbolize weakness
and inevitable destruction in a world that values strength. Candy’s dog, who is deemed useless
and put down, foreshadows Lennie’s tragic fate [1]. George and Lennie’s Dream Farm: The
dream of owning land symbolizes hope and freedom but ultimately represents the unattainable
nature of the American Dream for the working class during the Great Depression [3]. George’s
Instructions to Lennie: George’s repeated advice for Lennie to return to the riverbank if he gets
into trouble serves as a narrative cue, foreshadowing the novel’s climactic scene [2]. The
Shooting of Candy’s Dog: Carlson’s mercy killing of Candy’s old dog parallels George’s
ultimate decision to shoot Lennie, reinforcing the novel’s theme of mercy versus cruelty [3]. The
Use of Imagery Imagery in Of Mice and Men helps create a rich, evocative atmosphere and
strengthens the novel’s themes: Descriptions of Nature: Steinbeck uses detailed descriptions of
the Salinas Valley to reflect the mood of the story. The opening scene portrays a peaceful setting,
while the final scene mirrors the same location but with a darker tone, symbolizing the loss of
innocence [5]. Animal Imagery: Lennie is frequently compared to animals, such as being
described as “strong as a bull” or moving “like a bear” [5]. This characterization underscores his
physical power but also his inability to control his strength, foreshadowing his tragic fate [1].
The Role of Dialogue and Dialect. Steinbeck’s use of realistic dialogue and dialect enhances
character development and authenticity: Regional Dialect: The characters speak in a working-
class dialect, accurately reflecting the time period and social status of itinerant laborers [4].
Dialogue as Characterization: George’s sharp, authoritative tone contrasts with Lennie’s simple,
repetitive speech, highlighting their dynamic as protector and dependent [2]. Silence and Pauses:
Steinbeck uses moments of silence and hesitation to heighten emotional intensity, particularly in
the novel’s final scene, where George struggles before ultimately making his fateful decision [3].

Results. The use of scholarly references enhances the article’s credibility, providing a
strong academic foundation for the arguments presented. The incorporation of secondary sources,
such as critical studies on Steinbeck’s work, adds depth to the analysis and situates it within
broader literary discussions. Furthermore, the examination of dialogue and dialect is particularly
commendable, as it highlights Steinbeck’s skill in creating authentic, distinct voices for his
characters, reflecting their social and economic backgrounds.
However, the article could benefit from a deeper discussion of Steinbeck’s narrative structure
and its impact on the reader’s experience. Additionally, while the analysis of imagery is strong,
further exploration of how Steinbeck’s descriptions of nature parallel the emotional states of the
characters would add more depth to the discussion.
Overall, the article is a well-researched and insightful literary analysis that effectively highlights
Steinbeck’s mastery of stylistic devices in Of Mice and Men. With minor refinements,
particularly in expanding the discussion on narrative structure and deepening the analysis of
imagery, it could serve as a valuable resource for scholars and students of literature.

Conclusion. John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men remains a powerful and enduring work
due to its masterful use of literary techniques. Through symbolism, foreshadowing, imagery, and
dialogue, Steinbeck crafts a deeply moving narrative that explores human nature, dreams, and the
harsh realities of life. These stylistic devices contribute to the novel’s continued relevance,
making it a significant piece of American literature.
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